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What have days to come in store for us?

MANKIND are presently ignorant of what good
is. They are unable to distinguish between
the spurious and the true, because their mentality is
warped. Although they are skilful in constructing and
manufacturing all sorts of useful things, and in gaining
knowledge of all manner of sciences, they are unable
to grasp the essential thing: that which creates happi-
ness.

Mankind are confined to narrow limits. They do not
have the courage to do good to their fellow creatures,
even when they feel it is their duty. Nevertheless, some
people have attempted to do good to those around
them, but their fellows have been ungrateful, even, in
some cases, to the extent of imposing on their benefac-
tors, and the latter have finished by growing weary,
owing to this black ingratitude. At present, mankind
are generally urged on by the selfish spirit, the devilish
spirit, which impels them to seek their own interests
and, in this way, to impose on their fellows and to make
profit out of them.

In the past century, school has become compulsory
in all Christian countries, and the heads of the chil-
dren are stuffed with all sorts of fantasies. They are
taught cunning and dishonesty, and how to strip their
fellows without breaking the law. A future general will
have to learn how to get the better of his enemy. En-
gineers, men of science, and clever businessmen have
to be capable of getting the better of their fellows in
competition. The various theologies — every kind of
Catholicism and Protestantism, and their offshoots —
are armed with all kinds of threats and of vengeance
against those who do not agree with them: Hell, Pur-
gatory, everlasting torments and damnation. In busi-
ness, big companies undermine the small tradesmen to
crowd them out without mercy. Unions, employers and
workmen are at war. All this displays the fierce men-
tality of savage beasts, covered with a coat of varnish,
called “the proprieties”. This is the result of school
and so-called progress, the use of which is simply to
gratify the selfishness of those who have the power in
their hands.

In all of that, there is nothing for the heart. Are
children taught to esteem their little school fellows,
to love and to respect their parents who have given
them life, and to be humble, sincere and affectionate
friends to all by setting a good example? Nothing of
all this is taught. And what can be expected of those

who teach them, who are part of that selfish soci-
ety and have themselves been educated in the same
way?

Such is the result of the devilish spirit which directs
the nations. It inculcates, in mankind, its cunning, its
deceit, its wickedness and also its religiousness, which
is hidden behind the Master's teachings, which Chris-
tendom does not live up to. So, the Bible calls Chris-
tendom “Babylon [the confusion]”.

The Holy Scriptures give us magnificent instruction.
They announce things in advance, and the predictions
are fulfilled with exactitude. When honest and sincere
people take them for their basis and follow up their
promises, they can receive a glorious impulse in their
hearts, the hope of pure joy and felicity. However, di-
vine promises have conditions attached to them. To be
able to feel this, one needs at least a glimmer of sin-
cerity, an ounce of uprightness, and an atom of hones-
ty.

Those sentiments are even supplied by the great God
of Heaven, by Him Who has given the promises and
has set the thought of eternity in the hearts of men,
as we are told in Ecclesiastes. Sincerity is therefore a
spark, lit in the heart of man, by divine compassion. It
is the glow of an ember, and it rests with each of us to
supply this glow with the elements required to make it
break into a flame, so that it will be capable of giving
light and of providing blessing.

The Scriptures report our Lord's sermons, and he
himself says, concerning the present time: “As it was
in the days of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the
Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people
were eating and drinking, and marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark,
and they were unaware until the flood came and swept
them all away. So shall it be at the coming of the Son
of Man.”

As we have explained elsewhere, our Lord has been
present to his faithful disciples throughout the age of
the High Calling, whereas mankind generally place
him in what they call Heaven, without having any
true idea of what Heaven is. If the Bible tells us that,
in our days, it will be like the days of Noah, it would
be expedient to know all about the conditions exist-
ing in those days, and how he was to know that there
would be a flood. The Scriptures indeed inform us quite
clearly that till then, it had never rained on Earth. How

then was Noah able to bring such a message to his
contemporaries?

It is generally believed that God came down in per-
son to speak to Noah directly, that He took on material
form, or at least sent an angel from Heaven to announce
the Flood, which was supposed to be a punishment ad-
ministered to mankind, owing to their wickedness and
their violence. But how can one reconcile such an idea
with the wonderful God of kindness, described by the
Bible in these words: “God is love"?

The Apostle Paul describes divine love as follows: “It
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. ... Overcome evil with good.” Our
dear Saviour taught his disciples to bless those who
cursed them, and to pray for those who persecuted
them, demonstrating, in this way, that love, which is the
truth, will overcome evil, which is error. How then can
one believe for a moment that the Father would do dif-
ferently from what is taught by his Son in his message?
It is impossible. But the religious people who have in-
terpreted the Scriptures have made a gross caricature
of the Almighty's glorious person.

In the days of Noah, then, it was as it is today:
unheard-of violence reigned on Earth. There was the
same spirit of beating around the bush, of deceit, of
dishonesty, of wickedness and of hypocrisy, as there
is today. All wanted to be wise when their wisdom
was nothing but foolishness, since they used violence,
exactly like those who govern the nations today. They
should represent the Lord, but not a diabolical sys-
tem.

According to the Scriptures, Noah was a righteous
man, and owing to maintaining justice in his behav-
iour, he had a sound idea of the Universal Law. He
was thus able to perceive that the line of conduct of
his contemporaries, was going to lead to catastrophe.
Similarly, what is going on today cannot lead to any-
thing else but a frightful upheaval for all who are not
under the cover of divine protection. Such protection
is the result of the enlightenment granted by the Lord
to those who fear Him and love his law. He establishes
them with the influence of his Spirit, so that they may
follow a line of conduct which automatically draws di-
vine protection to them.

Noah displayed his attachment to the Lord by ap-
proving of his law of love, and conforming to it. He
could see that, in nature, all things exist to do good, to
be a blessing, all things being useful. According to the
divine law, containing the Law of Equivalents, which
he was able to discern to some extent, he realised that
the destruction of the tall trees that then existed on

The victory of good over evil

ENRY, being straightforward and honest,

was a man with his heart in the right
place. He did his best to set his wife and his
son, Richard, a good example, and to instil
in them some good principles, which were
salient features of his character, and which
could only bring blessing on to his small fam-
ily. There was especially one which he would
often quote to them. It was this injunction from
the Holy Scriptures: “Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good."

Henry particularly sought to instil that
principle in Richard, so that he might adopt
it for the basis of his line of conduct, all his
life.

Henry was notin the least religious. He was
never to be seen in church, nor was his wife,
but they both believed in an almighty God,
Who is all kindness and compassion. They did
their very best to live, in all simplicity, what

they understood of the Gospel. So, theirs was
a model home in the very best sense of the
word, and they were thought highly of by all
who knew them.

Richard held his parents in great respect,
and had great esteem for the very noble prin-
ciple his father sought to instil in him with
so much patience, and his father was made
very glad and encouraged to persevere by the
amiable sentiments he met with in his son.
Of course, the boy was unable to grasp the
full value and scope of this splendid maxim:
“Overcome evil with good,"” and what true
education meant.

There arose a favourable opportunity to
further emphasize, in the lad's mind, the value
of that maxim. A business competitor created
a lot of difficulties for Richard's father, who
immediately seized the opportunity to put
his own teachings into practice for the ben-
efit of the man who had done him so much
harm and had made things hard for him. The

man was profoundly impressed by Henry's
behaviour and his response to the way he
had treated him. At last, one day, he went
to him with tears in his eyes to apologize,
for he was completely won over by Henry's
attitude towards him, in spite of the wrong
he had done to him.

That experience made a deep impression
on Richard. This visible victory of good over
evil, obtained by his father, gave him a keen
desire to be able to do as much himself. Henry
repeated this action many times, to the great
edification of his son, who became ever-more
sure of the virtue of this maxim when hon-
estly carried out.

Time marches on, and Richard grows up.
Then, war breaks out, and Richard — one
of millions of other youths — to his parents’
great sorrow, is called up. His father gives
him one last and very-frequently-repeated
recommendation: whatever happens, he must
always remember to try to overcome evil

with good, and to not permit himself to be
impressed by anything else.

Some time later, Richard is taken prisoner,
and the enemy treat him exceedingly harshly.
They take out, on him, all the hatred they feel
towards their opponents. This great adversity
weighs heavily on him. He finds it very hard
to maintain his determination to always fight
evil with good.

Not only does he have to put up with mental
stress, but also a frightful physical ordeal. He
suffers a great deal as a prisoner of war. For
several weeks, he is placed in solitary con-
finement. During the day, he has his hands
tied behind him, and he is left all day long
in this wretched position. Very frequently
is his father's wonderful maxim recalled to
mind. This principle, which had filled him
with enthusiasm in prosperous days, now
appears very hard to him, even impossible
to carry out.

All he has to suffer: pain and ill-treatment,
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Earth, would, without a possibility of doubt, cause a
catastrophe.

Those trees were there for a purpose. They were do-
ing good work by extracting the moisture from the air
with their leaves, and transferring it automatically to
the soil through their branches, trunks and roots. The
destruction of this water cycle must inevitably create
a deal of trouble. What happened was that the tall
trees, having been ruthlessly done away with by man
in some regions, were no longer able to cope with all
of the moisture in the air. As the work of channelling
the water from the atmosphere into the soil was no
longer being done as it should have been, condensa-
tion, on a vast scale, was the inevitable result, causing
a worldwide flood.

The only thing to do to not be the victims of the re-
sulting Deluge, was to build an immense wooden ves-
sel to shelter himself and his family as well as a pair
of each of the magnificent animals that the Lord had
placed on Earth under man's protection, of which Noah
thus became the protector.

All of those things became ever clearer to Noah's
mind. So, he began building his ark. This called down
upon him the mockery of his contemporaries. They
laughed at and scorned him, being unable to believe
that a flood was possible. Since the whole Earth was
covered with tall trees, they thought that to destroy
them in patches did not matter in the least. So, they
did not share Noah's point of view. For this reason,
they made a laughing stock of him, and even opposed
him bitterly.

The foregoing demonstrates how all things take place
naturally. It also gives us to understand that we always
reap what we have sown. Noah's good dispositions and
his respect for the divine law of nature, which we today
call the Universal Law, received powerful encourage-
ment from the grace of God, and automatically called
down upon him the Spirit of wisdom and of holiness.
Noah's assurance thus became conviction, owing to
the influence of God's Holy Spirit, which inspired him
with intelligence and the discernment to perceive what
would be the consequence of the behaviour of the men
of his time.

It is exactly the same today. Mankind's selfishness is
hardening. Men fight one another and practise violence
and wickedness with all sorts of modern devilish inven-
tions. One is compelled to adopt endless precautions
and security measures. One nation falls upon another
to compel it to submit, and the instruments of carnage,
now invented, can only lead to a veritable catastrophe
of which it is impossible to have any true idea. Just as
in the days of Noah, the godless world perished under
the waters, human society is today also about to per-
ish. Its whole organisation — all its wisdom, its science
and its pride — will be swallowed up in the Distress of
the coming day, burning like an oven. Peter talks of a
deluge of fire this time.

In the days of Noah, they very foolishly cut away the
blessing. It was not the Lord Who unleashed the Flood
to take vengeance on the wicked and rebellious human
race. Men themselves caused this disaster by breaking
up the water cycle.

The Lord has never hidden the Universal Law. On
the contrary, it is there for everyone to read everywhere
in nature and in our own bodies, where each thing ex-
ists for the good of all others. Mankind have failed to
read the Universal Law either in nature or in their own
bodies. They have been unable to realize the wonder-
ful kindness, the gentleness and the love contained in
the divine creations. Their eyes were blinded by their
own selfishness. This terrible sentiment, as the Apostle
Paul writes to the Romans, prevents them from seeing

the invisible perfections of God, which are clearly seen
when contemplated in the things He has made. But the
time has now come when the shroud that is cast over
all people, and the sheet that is spread over all nations,
shall be destroyed.

The "one among a thousand” — mentioned in the
Book of Job, chapter 33 — has come to show man what
is right for him, and what to do to not go down into the
pit, owing to the Ransom paid for mankind by our dear
Saviour and his small faithful Church.

In his day, Noah warned his contemporaries. He
pointed out to them how important it was to respect
the divine law, but no one would listen to him. It was
truly a wonderful thing that he would even have had
seven of his own family to heed him and to associ-
ate in God's Work, in building the ark, and in doing
the immense amount of work entailed by bringing
together all the animals which were to be preserv-
ed.

At the close of the present era also, the Lord ap-
pointed a “servant”, to give out “food at the proper
time", whom, moreover, he promised his people in the
24th chapter of the Book of Matthew, in verses 45 and
46. He had to warn the last phase of the Church, that
of Laodicea, saying: “You do not know that you are
wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked.” This mes-
sage had already been entrusted, of old, to the Apostle
John, but a special servant was required to discern the
lukewarm Church of Laodicea, and deliver the mess-
age.

A small number of Laodiceans, who made up the
good grain, were gathered into the Lord's barn, as, of
old, a small number of people were gathered into the
ark. The modern ark takes the shape of “the taber-
nacle of God with men" which contains the ark of the
covenant. These matters are now entirely spiritual. It
is the covenant of Salvation for the people who join
God's Work and make up the Host of the Lord, under
the protection of the Little Flock. All who come forward
may join that holy Militia and head, at once, for eternal
life under the guidance of our dear Saviour and of “the
tabernacle of God", made up of the last members of
the Church of Christ.

The Ransom was paid by our Lord on Calvary, for
all mankind, as the Scriptures inform us, to make the
introduction of the Reign of Justice, and the Resurrec-
tion of all who have gone into the grave, possible on
Earth. This is the Restoration of All Things, and the
Times of Refreshing, announced by the Apostle Peter,
the regeneration of mankind and the setting free of all
the unfortunate of the Earth.

That is the product of the revelation of divine love,
manifested in Jesus Christ, our dear Saviour, and as-
sisted by his faithful Church. Therefore, while, with
their selfish and senseless line of conduct, mankind
have prepared a harvest which will take the shape of
terrible Tribulation, this catastrophe will be followed
by the setting up of the New World.

Having become wise, mankind will at last rally to
the principles of the Universal Law, which requires all
things to exist to do good, and to bring blessing. They
will, in this way, be able to recover their glorious des-
tiny, which is everlasting life, on the restored Earth,
wonderfully attractive as it was, of old, in Paradise. All
people will love one another and will live together as
one big family, the terrestrial divine family. They will
again find communion with the Lord, which was lost
in Eden. They will have become earthly sons of God,
with all the beauty and the nobility that the term im-
plies. All God's true children are now occupied with
this magnificent programme, under the direction of our
Saviour and Master, Jesus Christ.

The depollution of the planet,
and its cost

Environmental pollution, especially carbon dioxide
(CO,) emissions, is a hot topic. The French newspa-
per Ouest-France — on the 22nd of March 2023, in its
column “France"” — addresses an interesting aspect of
this issue, namely, how much it would cost to eliminate
carbon-dioxide pollution from the world. A report by
André Thomas:

The paltry cost of a planet without carbon dioxide

A report estimates the cost of carbon-free energy at 3
trillion US dollars per year. Expensive? No, it'sonly 1.3%
of the world’s wealth produced each year [the potential
average annual global “gross domestic product” (GDP)].

In its report published on Monday, the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) stated that
there is an urgent need to reduce our CO, emissions.
But just how much does it cost to stop burning oil and
gas? The answer has just been provided by the Energy
Transitions Commission (ETC), in a 100-page repotrt,
published yesterday.

That organization does not have the objectivity of the
IPCC. The ETC brings together a panel of industrialists
(Schneider Electric, Tata, Saint-Gobain, ArcelorMittal),
major energy companies (Shell, Petronas), renewable
energy specialists (Vattenfall, Orsted, Envision, Iberdro-
la) and financial experts (Blackrock, EBRD).

The ETC had the advantage of reflecting the opin-
ion of companies that are both the real polluters and
those that manufacture the industrial solutions needed
to decarbonize. In their view, the cost of global energy
transition will be around 3,000 billion [3 trillion] US
dollars annually, between now and 2050.

The rate of annual expenditure will not be linear: it
will have to rise from 3,000 billion before 2030, to 4,500
billion in 2040, at which point it will fall until 2055. Un-
surprisingly, it is the energy sector that will absorb the
lion’s share: 70%, of which 38% is for energy production
itself, 26% for networks, and 6% for storage (by batter-
ies or production of hydrogen) of electricity produced
intermittently by solar panels or wind turbines.

The rest is shared among buildings, transport, CO,
capture, hydrogen and industry. The distribution of
these investments is not geographically homogeneous:
1,400 billion is required in rich countries, 800 billion
in China, and 900 billion in less-developed countries.

Sobriety? Never heard of it...

That will not be enough, however. For developing
countries, the ETC estimates that subsidies of around
300 billion per year will be needed, to encourage, for
example, an end to coal and deforestation.

Those amounts, which are close to the IPCC estimates,
can be quite staggering. In fact, according to the Inter-
national Energy Agency, worldwide investment in the
production of renewable energies (wind and solar) in
2022 totalled 472 billion dollars, less than half of the
amount spent on producing coal, oil and gas, which
should one day no longer be spent.

Furthermore, if we include all the investments needed
for decarbonization, the total spent worldwide last year
came to 1,400 billion dollars. The fact remains that to
achieve what the ETC believes is necessary, investment
will have to double by 2024 and triple by 2030.

Insurmountable? Not at all, according to the ETC:
“There is no shortage of capital to finance these invest-
ments, which would only represent 1.3% of the world's
projected gross domestic product [GDP].”

To save the planet, the bill actually seems paltry.
And that is what the big bosses are saying! Bul, says
the ETC, “clear national strategies” are needed to en-
sure that “investments are made” and “that they are

makes him bitter and fills him with hatred,
which he often feels boiling up in his heart.
He has to make gigantic efforts to not al-
low the waves of bitterness that surge up in
him, to submerge him completely. At night,
his hands are tied in front of him, so that he
can lie down on a sloping board which serves
him for a bed. He often has insults hurled
at him. At times, he is left for several days
without even receiving the piece of mouldy
bread which, when he does get it, is thrown
in through the grating of his cell door. Then,
he has to crawl on his knees and pick it up
with his teeth.

Day follows day in these painful conditions
till, in the end, his health breaks down and he
faints, being overcome by his sufferings and
privations. When he comes to, he is no longer
in his cell, and when he has sufficiently re-
covered, he is given some clearing-up jobs to
do, particularly burying numbers of corpses,
which he has to do every day. In the course

of this new phase of his deportation, he con-
stantly witnesses the nightmare scenes of the
inhuman way in which prisoners are treated.

There again, he has to wage a gigantic
struggle to get the better of the hatred he
cannot help feeling, and to master the storm
of revolt which threatens to sweep him away.
At all costs, to keep faith with the wonderful
principles his father instilled in him — with
so much patience and perseverance, and il-
lustrating them in his own line of conduct —
becomes quite impossible to the young man.
It is when things have reached this stage that
liberation comes, and he is able to return
home, only to find, to his great sorrow, that
both his parents are dead. Being thoroughly
spent, both mentally and physically by all he
has had to go through, Richard has to seek
the assistance of a doctor to regain the bal-
ance which has been upset by his painful
experiences.

The doctor advises him to seek very hard

physical work to tire himself out and therefore
to drive away the hallucinations and horrible
memories which haunt him day and night.

So, the young man finds work in a local
mine, and courageously sets to work. He
finds this sort of labour exceedingly hard,
but puts his back into it, feeling that therein
lies his cure.

To his great and good fortune, he finds
lodgings with a kind and sympathetic woman,
whose influence on him is most appeasing. In
conversation, she always brings forward her
conviction that one day, the power of good
will get the upper hand of all evil, which now
prevails amidst mankind. This encourages
Richard to make renewed efforts to live up
to this ideal. He is most responsive to the in-
fluence for good, exerted by his hostess, and
he feels his nerves relax within him, and his
health begins to pick up, as well as his morale.

Perceiving that he is a zealous and con-
scientious worker, those over him decide to

place him at the head of a gang of prisoners
of war. What a wonderful opportunity this is
to live up to his father's principles! He applies
himself to it at once, feeling compassion on
the hard lot of these unfortunates, and he does
his best to be of assistance to them. He puts
his whole heart into improving their condi-
tions, obtaining more food for them, some
fruit, and doing all the good he can for them.

The consequence of this line of conduct
soon makes itself felt. Since the prisoners
are better fed and, above all, exceedingly
grateful for the treatment they receive, their
work becomes more productive. They show
themselves very willing and ardently desirous
of giving expression, in a practical way, to
their gratitude and attachment to their ben-
efactor. They do everything in their power to
please him. To Richard, this is a wonderfully
encouraging demonstration of the victory of
good over evil, one more convincing proof
that good always has the final victory.
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profitable”. Companies do not forget their own inter-
ests, and the ETC sets out a number of ways in which
private individuals and national governments can find
the necessary funding.

However, it completely omits to mention energy so-
briety. The French low-carbon strategy, for example,
calls for a 40% reduction in overall energy consump-
tion. After all, the most renewable energy is the one
we don’t consume.

In a section of the above report, there is also a graph
that represents the energy consumption of the various
sectors of activity:

Industry: 70 billion dollars per year. That represents
2% of the total cost. Hydrogen: 80 billion, or 3%. CO,
capture: 135 billion, or 4%. Transport: 280 billion, or
7%. Buildings: 500 billion, or 14 %. Energy storage: 200
billion, or 6%. Energy networks: 900 billion, or 26%.
Energy production: 1,310 billion, or 38%.

The above report is optimistic in that it compares the
estimated cost of carbon-free energy production with
global GDP. However, this analysis omits certain factors
that need to be taken into account if we are to offer a
global vision of the environmental pollution problem.

It can certainly be said that CO, emissions are not the
only source of pollution. On the other hand, compar-
ing the 3,000 billion per year needed for this operation
with world GDP is meaningless in itself. That amount
represents a fortune. Of course, the stakes are high,
saving the planet, but we have to remain realistic. Who
is going to agree with such expenditure? Because, ac-
cording to the principles of economics, any expenditure
represents an investment, and it has to be profitable.
But in terms of value, investing in decarbonization is
not profitable. Those astronomical costs will therefore
be passed on to the taxpayer, substantially increasing
the cost of living.

We should also consider that the means used to move
away from fossil fuels, whether it is electricity or hy-
drogen energy, are not neutral in terms of their impact
on the environment.

We therefore believe that the world has reached an
impasse when it comes to energy. On one hand, we are
reaching a saturation point in terms of pollution; on the
other hand, there is a real desire to find and apply solu-
tions to stop this phenomenon. However, these solutions
are often inapplicable. For example, wind turbines and
solar panels cannot be installed everywhere. And the
output of a wind-turbine farm is paltry compared to that
of the latest-generation nuclear power station, which,
in turn, pollutes more through its radioactive waste.

André Thomas also talks about energy sobriety. It's
obviously imperative to consume less energy, but that's
not realistic. Our technology consumes a lot of energy.
We have an ever-increasing number of devices that
consume energy, and this is not going to decrease.

Like all aspects of human life, energy is a good re-
flection of our condition. We are separated from God by
sin, and this situation leads us to nothingness. Human-
kind is like a dying person struggling in the spasms of
agony. Humankind look for solutions to their problems,
but the radical solution is only found in God. In fact, it
is our condition of sinners that has necessitated all the
infrastructures, installations, machines and devices that
we use. If, on the other hand, we turn away from the
path we are currently following in order to regain the
condition of children of God, which we lost in Eden,
our lives will become much simpler. We will no longer
need everything that makes up our lives today.

In fact, the first thing that we need to clean up is the
human brain. It has been polluted and contaminated
by sin, and this is the battlefield where we all have to
fight to free ourselves from the grip of our habits that
condemn and kill us.

That great restoration project is already being ac-
complished. It is part of the extensive plan that the

Lord, in his immense wisdom, has established to save
humankind and restore them to their destiny: eternal
life, on the restored Earth, by virtue of the Sacrifice of
his beloved Son, our dear Saviour.

Touching trust

The following two animal stories, both very moving,
were published in the European magazines Maxi, No.
128, and Femme Actuelle, No. 254, respectively:

The only cat in the world that guards its owner

“Bob” stops in front of a gutter full of water. It's because
he doesn't like getting his paws wet. And Marion Ma-
lava, aged 36, knows that she has to take a little detour.

“I've had this Burmese for 6 years,” she says. “And
even when I could see, he followed me everywhere,
even in the street. He always seemed to think it was
normal.”

Bob’s golden eyes stare at his owner. She lost her
sight last November.

“I was in a very serious motor-vehicle accident,”
explains Marion Malava. “Surgery gave me back my
face, but not my eyesight.”

Perched on the back or an armchair, Bob suddenly
begins to meow.

Marion smiles: “It's because he heard a noise on the
stairs...”

A very precious guard cat.

“Before, I never heard him,” she explains. “But he
has certainly sensed that I've become more vulnerable.
It’s his way of telling me that I'm not alone.”

And yet this beautiful young woman is doubly so. Be-
cause she is single, and because she can no longer see.

“It was a drama,” she says. “My whole life has been
turned upside down.”

As a flight attendant, she is now out of work, but that
doesn't mean she’s inactive. She’s learning Braille and,
above all, she’s learning how to navigate. “It’s far from
easy,” she says. “At first, someone helped me, but now
I have to manage on my own.”

It's always with great anxiety that she walks along the
streets and the corridors of the train. “But I know,” she
says, “when there’s a step or an obstacle. Just by the
movement of the leash that follows Bob’s movements.”

Next to her, Bob stretches out and puts a paw on her
shoulder. It’s almost like a tender caress for Marion.

“He’s telling me that it's time for his food,” Marion
says, as she very carefully stands up. Bob quietly fol-
lows her.

The photo at the end of the above story shows Bob's
owner holding him on a leash as he climbs a flight of
stairs. In front of the disabled lady, the cat advances
cautiously, aware of his responsibility and assuming
his role of the leader with all the attention it requires.
While the former flight attendant, deprived of her pre-
cious sense of vision, follows confidently and also with
attention to any indication of the tension or slackness
of the leash. When she leaves her home, this is the
only means of communication with her personal guide.
However, there is another bond, one that is intangible
to the hand and invisible to the eye, but that unites
them and puts a little soothing ointment in the heart
of the unfortunate blind woman, that of friendship. To
feel loved, understood and assisted, even if only by a
cat, is certainly a source of great comfort to her.

“Diamond”, the blind horse

Suffering from a hereditary disease, Diamond, a su-
perb Appaloosa horse, lost his sight at the age of 2.
Abandoned in his stall at an equestrian centre in the
region of Isere [in southeast France], Diamond gradu-
ally became fatigued. His owner intended to have him
butchered. But Francgois, a stable boy who looked after
him, became attached to him and decided to take him

to the area of Hautefort, in his home region of Dor-
dogne [in southwest France]. “When he was put in the
meadow, he walked, trotted and then galloped in con-
centric circles to recognize his territory. Since then, he
knows every bump, every hole and every fence post.”
On walks, Francois guides him by voice. If Diamond
gets into difficulty, Franc¢ois leads him past the obsta-
cle, letting him touch and feel it. Since his handicap,
Diamond has developed his sense of smell and hear-
ing, and his memory and concentration. In one pass,
he remembers a course metre by metre. Because he is
gentle and docile, he can walk a child and even take
part in sporting events...which is not always without
some confusion. In the last competition he took part in,
Diamond stopped 10 metres before the finishing line,
because he took the public applause for the end of the
event. A blind horse, but certainly a very intelligent one.

The above story is also accompanied by a photo. It
shows a beautiful horse, but with an unfortunate dead
look in its eyes, being ridden by a young rider who is
visibly anxious to lead his mount with all the care that
his disability requires. Unlike the previous case, this is
an animal that must have confidence in the good care
and feelings of the owner. Constantly listening to the
voice that he cherishes and is familiar with, and happy
to feel his master on his back, he can tread the ground
with full confidence. Because if he has developed the
senses of smell and hearing, and his memory, the scent
of kindness also penetrates his soul, as a horse attached
to a friend who looks after him. This animal is sensi-
tive to human tenderness and, in turn, knows how to
express its joy and gratitude.

What touching scenes, these two associations between
humans and animals, both imbued with compassion,
gentleness and devotion!

Human or artificial intelligence?

The following report appeared in the French newspa-
per Ouest-France, from the 23rd and 24th of September
2023. It talks about artificial intelligence (Al), which has
put the scientific community in a quandary with the
justified fears that this technological innovation could
be used maliciously.

Intelligence is human

We should be careful that “artificial intelligence” does
not make us completely stupid. The subject is of enor-
mous importance, as is the progression of the capabili-
ties of digital technologies.

Computers are capable of swallowing unimaginable
amounts of data and then using it to carry out very
concrete actions in our daily lives. They can do a cer-
tain number of things for us, they imitate us and are
capable of “reasoning, planning and creativity”: three
actions cited by the European Parliament in its defini-
tion of “artificial intelligence”. Month after month, the
progress made by these machines made by humans,
surprises us, but also worries us.

Open letter to request temporary stop of work

They are today capable of writing and speaking for us,
and of calculating at the speed of light what no human
has ever calculated. Already, some are announcing a
new world to us and assuring us that “artificial intel-
ligence” will take care of everything, work for us, or-
ganize our lives, and soon rule the world. Fascination
with the performance of machines, even reaches those
who design them. In March 2023, hundreds of “artifi-
cial intelligence” researchers signed an open letter to
request a temporary halt to development work on the
most efficient systems, while they think about how to
control them (1). In brief: humans are in the process
of designing tools that are so powerful that they might
be incapable of mastering them. But is this really new?

Richard tells his amiable hostess about
this experience, and she is filled with en-
thusiasm. When he returns from work in
the evenings, they have long conversations
and together read bits out of The Message
to Humanity (the Book of Remembrance),
and Richard, in this way, is initiated into the
splendid principles of the Truth, and into the
Almighty's divine plan. Richard imbibes this
spiritual food, which reminds him of the as-
surances his parents used to impart to him,
namely, that God was good and compas-
sionate. It makes him very happy to be able
to pass these wonderful things on to those
around him. His heart overflows with grati-
tude for being able, through knowledge of
divine ways, to understand the vast scope of
the thought expressed in the Holy Scriptures,
which his father had adopted for his mot-
to.

When Richard left the mine and said good-
bye to his work mates and also to the prisoners

of war, the latter showed, in a touching way,
how grateful they were to him. He had done
his best to initiate them into the magnificent
principles of his father's motto, and to inform
them of the wonderful divine hopes contained
in the publications of Truth. He obtained a
very feeling response from those hearts, so
severely tried, who had been at the benefit
of the living example set for them by Richard
in doing his best for them in every way. The
young man had the immense satisfaction of
instilling in their hearts, before he left them,
the wonderful hope of the Kingdom of God
on Earth, where there will be no more tears,
no more bitter pain, no more deep sorrow
and no more death. Not only had he been
able to do them good materially, but he had
also had the joy of comforting them with the
wonderful consolation of divine grace. Above
all, in the good he had been able to do these
unfortunate prisoners of war, he had drowned
all the wrong their fellow countrymen had

done to him when he himself was in that
sorry position.

Many years have gone by since then. With
ever-growing conviction and joy in divine
ways, Richard has persevered in living up to
divine principles. He has become a zealous
evangelist of the Kingdom of God. His joy
and happiness are renewed and increased
every day as he publishes, around him, the
wondrous message of the final and absolute
victory of good over evil. His enthusiasm
is fed daily by being able to talk about the
Restoration of All Things, announced by the
prophets and made possible by the Sacrifice
and the wonderful Work of Redemption,
accomplished by the Saviour of the world,
for the everlasting blessing of all man-
kind.

With full conviction, and with all the joy
of his heart, he sings this verse of a hymn,
which tells us:

Of good, the Father’s ruling,

Aweary never grow.

Your cure lies in its schooling,
And peace it will bestow.

When evil doth assail you,

With doing good, resist.

Then, blessing ne'er shall fail you,
Life and help to subsist,

Because God doth assist.

News in brief
of the Reign of Justice

We hear a lot about wars and rumours of wars,
just as our dear Saviour foretold us (Mat-
thew 24: 6). And he added: "Don't be alarmed.
All these things must happen, but that is not
the end yet. Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
famines and earthquakes in various places.
All these are the beginnings of the birth
pains” (Matthew 24: 6-8). We are struck by
the near-literal fulfillment of this prophecy of
our dear Saviour concerning the End Times.



THE MONITOR OF THE REIGN OF JUSTICE

[(1) A letter, titled “Pause Giant Al Experiments: An
Open Letter”, published by the Future of Life Institute]

Artificial intelligence is just a tool.
Our moral responsibility.

Man has already built weapons of mass destruction.
Since the invention of atomic weapons, we have known
that tools designed by humans can destroy the world.
With artificial intelligence, new threats are there: mass
manipulation, large-scale lies and false information.

But the opposite is just as possible: it can help us solve
lots of things and undoubtedly be a tool that will allow
us to improve life on Earth. This could be our chance.
It all depends on what we do with it. Because artificial
intelligence, regardless of whatever the computing
power of computers is, is only a tool, like the hammer
or the adjustable wrench, or like the flint and the ore
which allowed humans to master fire. It is not the tool
that is intelligent, it is the person who uses it.

Words have meaning, and we should never have
agreed to call “intelligence” what is only the setting in
motion of objects that we have created. It is not artificial
intelligence that is capable of the best or the worst, it is
humans who design and use it, for better or for worse.

Let’s not be so stupid as to transfer our moral re-
sponsibility to objects that only mechanically repeat
our actions. Let’s not be so crazy as to let our humanity
falter in front of computers. Rather than fearing artificial
intelligence, let's have a firm grip on it. Let's focus on
education, training, critical thinking, and attention to
people. Let’s bet on human intelligence.

They are apt considerations, by the editor-in-chief
Francois-Xavier Lefranc, but they need to compared
with history if we are to have an accurate idea of what
is going to happen with artificial intelligence. Indeed,
not everyone has charitable intentions. And while such
an important technological discovery as artificial intel-
ligence can be a great help in accomplishing many
tasks, it can also seriously harm humanity, depending
on whose hands it falls into.

We have already seen what has been done with nu-
clear fission, namely, the atomic bomb. It is therefore
advisable to be careful. And even if it is human beings
who are gifted with intelligence, as the article's author
says, not everyone makes benevolent use of this intel-
ligence. What we must therefore fear are not our tech-
nological innovations, but humankind and their ability
to use them for evil.

That is why, what is urgently needed, as this article
clearly demonstrates, is to change our character: from
being malevolent to being benevolent. This is our only
salvation. It is found in Jesus Christ, who gave his life
for us, so that we may regain our destiny: eternal life.
At his school, we can learn, according to his invitation,
gentleness and humility from him. Exist for the good
of our fellow people: do good and never evil. This is
what we are destined for.

Once we've achieved that goal, we'll be able to see
how much our lives will change. We won't need all this
new technology. Communion with God will replace
many of the tools and machines that we think are indis-
pensable today. It is because humankind are separated
from God that they have devised and perfected all sorts
of inventions that would not have been necessary if they
had obeyed God's commandment to love each other as
themselves. In that way, humankind fill the void caused
by the lack of contact with their Creator, and by the lack
of communion with each other. They equip themselves
with all sorts of objects that they believe are essential
and that they think they cannot do without. But can we
truly say that we are happier with our comfort and our
advanced technologies? We are living in an artificial
way, and we are missing the main thing.

For that reason, today's world is going to end. It will
be replaced by the New World in which love for others
will reign supreme. The New World has been enthu-
siastically announced and described by the prophets,

and we are invited to participate in its introduction
on Earth. Because Salvation can only be attained by
working for the Salvation of others, as the Universal
Law requires. When we have understood and put into
practice the principles of mutual assistance, of broth-
erliness and sisterliness, and of unity, a powerful and
convincing testimony can be given, which will spread
like wildfire. Because good is stronger than evil and
will overcome it, as a prophet declares: “I shall make
justice the measuring line, and righteousness the plumb
line. Hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and water
shall flood the hiding place.” Isaiah 28: 17.

Let us become masters
in our own house

The Belgian French-language magazine En Marche —
edition No. 1716, from the 8th of June 2023 — contains
a very interesting article by Aurelia Jane Lee, titled
"Dépasser le prét-a-penser” (“Go beyond ready-made
thinking"), and which we quote in its entirety:

Go beyond ready-made thinking.

Do the ready-made speeches that proliferate on the
internet deprive ordinary citizens of their ability to
think for themselves?

The internet and the media are both a help and a trap
for curious minds: aptly-named “influencers” have a lot
of “followers”. It is tempting to subscribe to the advice,
explanations and conclusions put forwards by others,
without necessarily bothering to question their basis.
Because of a lack of time, or of convenience or laziness,
who hasn't found themselves believing an idea that, at
first glance, seemed sensible and well supported, to only
later realize that it was wrong, biased or incomplete?

Thought leaders or opinion makers?

“What should we think about...” This question — often
put to specialists, philosophers or psychologists on TV
programmes about social phenomena or current events
— is quite provocative. Isn't it more relevant to hear the
opinion of an enlightened person on a given subject,
than to ask oneself how to “rightly” think about it? Ac-
cording to media sociologist Julien Lecomte: “It's not
this or that ‘ready-made thinking’ itself that is bad, but
the fact of accepting it as such, the fact of conforming to
it without being further open, without looking deeper.”
Some people are quick to pass on, in good faith, infor-
mation that they think is interesting and reliable. But
it is important to examine different sources and adopt
a critical mind, before forming our own opinion.

Only fools don't change their minds

The ideas that we consider to be our own are essentially
those of others: they come from our parents, educa-
tors and the culture and society we live in. Confronted
with divergent points of view, human beings naturally
tend to align themselves with a way of thinking that
reinforces their beliefs. Occasionally, a new element of
understanding, or different information, comes to light.
Theories that have long been accepted by everyone,
because they have never been disproved by facts, may
eventually be replaced by others, until the time that
they themselves are called into question. However,
the human mind is often held back by “cognitive dis-
sonance”, the discomfort felt when contradictory infor-
mation is received. And this process applies whether
you are an expert in your field or simply an expert in
your own life. Anyone can fall victim to false beliefs, or
make mistakes. However, “whether the consequences
of our mistakes are tragic or insignificant, or whether
their scope is immense or small, it is generally difficult
for us to say: ‘I was wrong; I've made a big mistake,””
according to Carol Tavris and Elliot Aronson [who are
social psychologists and coauthors of the non-fiction
book Mistakes Were Made (but not by me)].

Regain our train of thought

In today’s “hypermediatized” society, we automatically
look for information on the internet, where we find
ourselves bombarded with theories and advice from all
directions. Quietly sitting and contemplating, like an
ancient philosopher, is almost unimaginable. Yet it is a
way of rediscovering our ability to consider and construct
our thoughts. Try to understand things for oneself and
use common sense, logic and human wisdom. Do not
spare oneself the exercise of critical awareness, and do
not be content to agree with ready-made thinking. Admit
that we don't know, when we don't know, and sometimes
accept uncertainty. Also acknowledge mistakes when
necessary. Human beings are undoubtedly capable of
reasoning without being told what they “should” think.
But in our rush to form an opinion on everything, and
seduced by shortcuts, we sometimes forget that we have
this ability, and struggle to hear ourselves think in the
midst of all the media commotion.

It is absolutely true that modern citizens, in a hurry,
are inclined to be informed by certain media and be-
lieve what they find published there, rather than doing
research, cross-checking sources and engaging in the
practice of analyzing, summarizing and making con-
clusions, which require much more time and energy
than they are necessarily prepared to invest in such
an exercise.

The risk, of course, is obtaining false, biased or po-
litically oriented information, as it is rare to have an
impartial analysis of the facts. So, how do we get the
absolute truth without spending too much time on it?
This is not a simple problem if we already know that hu-
mankind do not "think" alone, but are always, whether
they like it or not, under an influence: either the Spirit
of God, or the spirit of God's Adversary, Satan. The lat-
ter deceives human beings in order to subject them to
his influence and keep them in his power.

That is what happened to our first parents: Adam and
Eve. The Lord gave Adam a command, which was, all
in all, simple to carry out, and which was summed up
in the observance of one piece of advice: do not eat
the fruit of a certain tree. Nothing compelled Adam to
transgress this recommendation. It should be noted that
Adam had a blank mental register and had to form a
character. This lesson of obedience, placed before him,
was the first step in this formation, which was to lead
to complete attachment to the Lord, which would have
assured him of lasting life.

Eve believed the Adversary, who promised her im-
mortality if she ate the fruit that the Lord had advised
not to eat. God said that if this advice were transgressed,
death would follow. There was obviously the full effect
of the temptation that the Adversary exerted on Adam
and Eve, by means of the serpent, saying that this fruit
would open their eyes and give them knowledge of
good and evil. But it must be emphasized that they
more easily believed the Adversary's lie than God's
truth, and this is the weak point: the credulity that leads
humankind to believe in error rather than in truth. We
find this fact in all propaganda movements, for example,
during wars, which assert that certain people are our
enemies and that we must fight them. Also in times of
peace, people’s credulity is widely exploited in all areas.

It is therefore not easy to advise people to go beyond
ready-made thinking, because we need a basis on which
to build reasonable thinking. That foundation is faith
in God, which almost all human beings lack. How-
ever, we must not despair. The Almighty has provided
a solution to the problem caused by humankind's Fall
into sin. He sent his Son to take the place of the guilty
party, and he endured, for them, the equivalent of sin:
death. Now, the merits of Christ are generously placed
at the disposal of all those who desire them. They are
a precious and indispensable help for restoring sinful
humankind and enabling them, by changing their men-
tality, to regain their destiny of children of God, capable
of living eternally on the restored Earth.

And the dear Messenger of our time, re-
cently said in an exposé: "It is high time to
do what is necessary, because what is com-
ing will be dreadful. What we saw in the
last world war was only a small prelude to
what will manifest. It will be terrible. It will
be a tribulation like never before, and like
there will never be again. At that time, all
the works of the flesh will be exposed with-
out exception, and all will go down with
Babylon in a massive crash and a monstrous
human slaughter. All this could very well
have been avoided if humankind had been
willing to take note of the common ground
proposed to them in order to avoid the catas-
trophe.

Everything has been shown in detail. But,
just like in the time of Noah, nobody wants to
know. So, Jeremiah's pot must cook until the

meat becomes tender. And it is the immense
furnace of the Great Tribulation that will put
everything in order. That is the works of the
fallen flesh, in the face of trial. And trial will
show that these works cannot last. Therefore,
only those who have put aside the diabolical
works and have built on the Spirit, will be
able to remain standing.

It is therefore urgent — if we want to be
protected and be able to fulfil our victorious
ministry of the Revealing of the Children of
God, in the midst of the storm — to now only
build on the Spirit and to put aside every-
thing else.”

It is not the Great Tribulation or the power
of the Adversary, Satan, that we should fear,
but our own weakness. And this is where we
should concentrate all our effort. Let us there-
fore use the little time we have left. Let us

make good use of God's immense patience, let
us make it our Salvation in order to achieve
the definitive victory and to be among those
to whom the Lord will say: “Stand up and
lift your heads, because your deliverance is
approaching.” Luke 21: 28.

In the same exposé, the dear Messenger
also described, in these terms, the Restoration
of All Things, which will following the Great
Tribulation: “We have an ineffable vision be-
fore us. The sooner we do what is necessary,
the sooner the Restoration of All Things can
gloriously take place. What joy for the Host
of the Lord to work on the recovery of the
Earth, so that it becomes a marvellous Para-
dise! Just think: planting trees, making the
desert green again, draining the swamps, and
restoring the hydrographic system to perfec-
tion, so that rain and cold disappear forever.

This is captivating work, beyond anything
one could imagine. But it is obviously only
by the power of God's Spirit that all these
things will become new.”

Those prospects should fill us with enthu-
siasm and give us the vigour to apply eve-
rything to hasten the establishment of God's
Kingdom on Earth, so that all problems can
finally stop. Let us not forget that this is thanks
to the great Sacrifice of our dear Saviour and
his faithful associates.

We again mention the upcoming con-
gresses:

Lyon, France: September 7 to 9
Sternberg, Germany: September 28 and 29.
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